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This will increase the depth from -47 feet mean 
lower low water to -54 feet MLLW from the 
jetties at the entrance of the ship channel to 

Harbour Island and will extend the ship channel into 
the Gulf of Mexico to -56 feet MLLW.

Charles W. Zahn, chairman for the Port of Corpus 
Christi Commission, says: ‘The award of this first 
dredging contract is without a doubt the most 
important development we will see in 2019. Building 
critical infrastructure for the energy sector is our 
primary mission and will allow larger vessels access to 
much needed export facilities, safely and responsibly.’

Sean Strawbridge, CEO for the Port of Corpus 
Christi, adds: ‘We commend the Army Corps of 
Engineers for progressing the highly anticipated Corpus 
Christi Ship Channel improvement project, and the 
selection of Great Lakes Dredge & Dock to perform 
on this first contract is an extraordinary step forward in 
positioning the US as the largest exporter of energy in 
the world.’

US Army Corps of 
Engineers awards Corpus 
Christi Ship Channel 
construction contract
 The US Army Corps of Engineers has 

awarded a $92 million construction 
contract to Great Lakes Dredge and Dock 
Company to deepen and widen the 
Corpus Christi Ship Channel from the 
Gulf of Mexico to Harbour Island. 

Unlike traditional linear heat detectors or flame detectors, which 
notify the control room after a fire has been detected, the new 
system by SA Fire protection is able to notify the control room 

even before ignition, therefore allowing operators to take preventative 
measures in order to avoid fire conditions.

The system is comprised of two cameras – one to show what is 
happening in real time and one UV camera – both are connected to the 
CPU in the command station. 

The system is configured in such a way to significantly reduce the 
chance of false alarms taking place which can often happen with other 
heat detection systems. The cameras work concurrently, capturing 
images and comparing those images to predefined parameters of 
what are safe and acceptable conditions/temperatures. As a result, 

SA Fire Protection 
showcases new  
thermo-camera system
 SA Fire Protection has launched a sophisticated 

thermo-camera system for early fire or gas detection. 

the protection system is continuously monitoring what is happening 
onsite enabling itself to detect changes where there is an increase in 
temperature and thus allowing operators to prevent the onset of an 
incident. 

This level of early warning directly benefits owners by reducing 
the possibility of a fire taking place in the first place. The parameters 
embedded in the software allow for acceptable fluctuations in 
temperature, so the system will send an alarm to the control room only 
when the temperature exceeds what is normally acceptable. Operators 
are able to safely address the hazard in its infancy preventing the rising 
temperature from escalating to an incident. 

The system can be used for numerous applications from reactors, 
server rooms and warehouses to storage tanks, power lines and tunnels. 
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